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Abstract- 

This paper focuses on one of the assumptions of corporate social responsibility
(CSR), namely, its usefulness as a tool for eradicating poverty in developing
countries. The intergovernmental organisations, such as United Nations and the
World Bank, together with business associations, support actively this idea.
Conversely, civil society organisations and in part, academia, remain sceptical of
the potential impact of CSR on poverty alleviation in developing countries. Both
views are analysed in order to examine the issues that such agents include under
the umbrella of CSR and the diversity of considerations that question the role of
business on poverty reduction. The authors find that, although usually considered
as ideologically neutral, the theoretical and operational discourse of CSR requires
the introduction of ideological debate to meet the goal of poverty eradication.
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